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Week function that I attended this year, an Indian officer
whose rank and age should have prevented undue over-
confidence told a crowded hall that the Indian Army was
strong enough to resist any invader who might attack.
If that Brigadier was thinking of Burma, Ceylon, or
Pakistan as the potential aggressors, his claim was undoubt-
edly accurate. But none of those three is really likely to
figure in the role of invader of India ; so it must be presumed
that he meant his statement to be taken at its face value.
It would be comforting to believe that he would be right
in all circumstances. Up to the present, it would be to
seek comfort in a delusion. It may not be so in the future.
The British officers who built up the Indian Army would
probably be gratified if they could return to that country
to-day to see the trends which are making themselves
perceptible. The phase of slovenliness and poor discipline
that followed the change of political control is passing.
India's Commander-in-Chief, General Cariappa, is showing
himself true to his training and experience as one of the
first Indians to attain senior rank under the British. Officers
and men are being encouraged to take pride in being smartly
turned out. Those officers who aped the British by smoking
briars, find that they are unpopular if they outdo their
mentors by strolling down the street with their pipes jutting
out arrogantly when in uniform. Slouching with hands in
trouser pockets is crisply discouraged. Army bands have
been informed that popular film tunes, even if Indian, are
not as suitable as marches.
Back to business " as usual" is very much the order of
the day for the Indian soldier. He is told that, while he
may take an intelligent interest in the affairs of the nation,
politics are not his business. He is there to serve-the
government and the people, in peace or in war.
To some extent, the legacy of denigration does seem to
be hampering the Armed Forces. A notification published
early this year by the Defence Ministry said that the old